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3. qVOMasld BHIMEMo: AVIMAC]HROIW HIVEMEBBUI BRMYAIBGEBHS BRYD:AatloN)o. MVOMad]
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oM@, ailailed &1, GRAFIRM osqy, @RA. gl. ail. V. @A, AVoeId] alelewi, mildlwoal
alelei sl 930200MeEBSIG3 2 lleimosm.
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50RIONIHA MVOANEUHOH0ME MW@ §AIL0In000000 BO0]. BY)EGeHB M(aldhI0 al@lalWnd
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oM®IE), ®. ail. af)ad., GAI., 2005, CHOBRIAHUI QAILIBHOMo, AWl MUl MNNGAY, G0
SWo.

OO@IG], ®. ail. ag)™@., GAI., 2003, BaHINN2AMOMIWo, 2003, a ) B6H OJ%'](SUBG)OM@(TIS,
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MOOWEMA3, ag)o. . ag)aV., GWO., 2021, G3UITI(MAI0 BIaHI2IBI®AI)0, 2IBI @O
oLl aBS)HU8, HAVAZ YA MNBAV, GHIFICHNIS.

0OROIRAUAGM, off. BRYA., 1895, CHOBalIGAMINIWo, AVIAOID Y (AIAIBGDD BAVAOE:QEM
Vo2Llo, GHhIgWo.
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TMVMROOTIG M1 QY] GMNIdWal)BQRLIODWIE) M® G@RYARLEAGN)MN®). 21)0}IDOGI
BoaHWIOLI AUYBDINDLISHEBBUE SF1AUIGSIWIG3 GUOaHIGNAN CLISH:68B3UT, BOaHUINVA}AOMHI
oLl BROVEBBRBNS (alHSMHODIOM BRYHHOMBHVILNHS AULAMDON)AN BoaH MAIOWELI0 Gald
an@oem @oa (language). 21 0MEH0080HVIM3 £I106819MFW)0 AIGOISIOBW)0 BROUDEBBUY @
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They are not natural we make them up-we construct them, as we say today, and as a society
we usually do in order to further a particular political, cultural, economic, or social aganda -
susan kingsely kent, 2012, ................

WOBNENI BMOAMY, BRIV O, BOMAUID (allad ag)awl), TVOaCIMY MVIRLIAMEBBUB A IV
M@0 alduRIOMYAN0; HRMAWA, 2022: 399.

WOWNENI BMOAMY, BRIV OP. BOMAUD (allad ag)awl), TVOaCIMY MVIELOIAMEBBUB A IV
M®ANo aldURIO®IAN0 - HRMBALAE, 2022: al)0o 400

@RA. Uo00dyaHEMAY; MO®LEA GRYFala|@la], HIO, BCa0HIDG (aI@IB:000, Lldeo 18,
2022, al)0o 55.

QAN(BM ag)M.0H., HalOMPI®AN R10il®o, @RLIIWO 3, !h)S)oeNIo ag)AM @RWIB:0V
®)alo, 2010, alj0o : 81

@RA. Y0Yo0M atieM™M, MOMIEZ BRYFala|@la], IO : DGa0HIOM (2 IGO0, EldHO 18,
2022, al)0o 55.

@RA. Y0Y00M atieM™M, MO®IE BRYFala|@la], HIO : AGaOHIOAG (aI@):000, EldPo 18,
2022, al)0o 59.

@RYWIOAV)ail:

1

Susan kingsley kent, Gender and History : theory and history, Introduction: Gender : Gender
: What is it? who has it? page 3, Palgave Macmillan, U.K., First Edition 2012.

TLoa0ImYy MIRLOAMEBBUS - AIDEAVMIAI0 AlOURIOMYAN0, GROAV O, BOMAUDI (af)
wl), GREY MIG:AV, CHIFIEHNIS, BaNIo al®la] @RUOIY 2022.

TMLoa0l®Y MVIELOAMEBBUWE - AIMEMI@IANC AldURIIMIAI0, GRITV Od:. MOMAUD (af)
wl), GREY MIG:AV, CHIFIGHNIS, BaNIo al®la] @RUOIY 2022.

20@@)2l @RYPaln|@la], &LO, DEAOHIOM (D00, @RYA. V000dyaHHEMAY; Lldeo 18,
2022, R)LIOW 17.

QAUNMBM af)M.0d., ©aIPMOI®)N &Rloilmo, B0®YE)A], CHIFIECHNIS, BN al@lal,
2010.

20@3E)2 @Y ala|@la], HIO — G0N (A IDHH000, BRYA. Y000 B KM, LIBHO 18,
2022 2)LI100 17.

20@3E)2 @Y ala|@la], HIO — G0N (A IDHH000, BRYA. U000 B KM, LIBHO 18,
2022 =)0 17.

&M (2E1IVI8ODIOLI Y GINGUD), . AUdal, Odh.af)TV GRMITE:YM08 (aguslegda),
2l allcau$ay @lo)aINaal0o, BaNJ0 al®la], HanENOIG] 2020.
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The Puppet theatre:
Peculiarities of ‘Tholppavakkooth’
in Kerala
Abstract:

Kerala’s performing arts culture is intertwined
with human life along with presentation. Most of the
art forms of Kerala are derived from the cultural identity
and all these art forms are the assets of the cultural
splendor of Kerala. Puppetry is a visual art form
popular all over the world. In puppetry, the master
moves inanimate puppets. There are cord-operated
ones and hand-operated ones. Another group controls
puppets with small sticks. This is called Raad Puppet
or Stick Puppet. Shadow Puppet Play or Shadow
Puppet is a performance in which a shadow is cast on
the curtain. Hand puppets are the most popular in
puppetry. The mastermind hides behind the slats and
brings out the puppets. Glove puppets are also used
for educational purposes. They can entertain and
educate young children. At present we have a youth
who looks and reads what is written in the book. Now
there are only ten groups performing Kooth. And after
this age, it will also disappear and the younger

Key words:

Kamba Ramayana. Nizhalkkooth, Pavakkooth,
Ramachandra Pulavar, Tholppavakkoth

Introduction :

Kerala’s performing arts culture is intertwined
with human life along with presentation. Most of the
art forms of Kerala are derived from the cultural identity
and all these art forms are the assets of the cultural
splendor of Kerala. Kerala culture is diverse. Many
art forms related to the worship and rituals of the
believers of different castes and religions have
originated here. Kerala is famous for its arts. The rich
artistic heritage of Kerala is divided into various
categories and introduced here with brief descriptions.
Various classical arts from Kotiyattam, a Kerala form
of Sanskrit drama prevalent in ancient India, to
Kathakali and Kerala Natanam. Ritual arts such as
Kalameshlu, Sarpamtullal, and Theiya, composed of
multi-colored dust on the dung-waxed floor, are
preserved in this soil without losing their spirit.
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Although it may seem to be subject to the sophisticated systems of art, the viewer can see this
timeless continuity of Kerala arts with the combination of tribal arts and theater arts that evoke the
smell of the soil and the power of nature.

Religious Art forms:

Most of the art forms are based on religious or social beliefs and are performed for purposes
such as propitiation of deities, fertility, healing, wealth, and exorcism. Singing, dancing, accompaniment
of traditional instruments, multi-colored kalams and traditional decorations are the special features.
These include very complex tantric rituals. Kerala ritual arts are classified as religious and semi-
religious. Antham Charth, Annakali, Ayyappan song, Arjunanritham, Arabanamutt, Ivarkali, Oppana,
Ottentullal, Kathakali, Kalamezhut, Kalambat, Kaliyattam, Kannerupat, Kanyarkali, Kavadiyattam,
Kakarissi drama, Kuthiyottam, Kummatti, Kummi, Kurathiyattam, Krishna dance, Ganddika,
Garudakkam. Kerala is rich in rituals such as Chakyarkut, Chathirangam, Talapoli, Titampunritham,
Thiruvathirakali, Theyam, Tholpavakuth, Nagapatt, Padayani, Parichakali, Pakkanarthullal, Pathakam,
Panerpatt, Pulikali, Pulluvanpatt, Punamkalit, Brahminpatt, Bhadrakalipatt, Marathukali, Margamkalit,
Willatidal Patt, Sangthankali and many more.

Puppet theatre:

Puppetry is a visual art form popular all over the world. In puppetry, the master moves
inanimate puppets. There are cord-operated ones and hand-operated ones. Another group controls
puppets with small sticks. This is called Raad Puppet or Stick Puppet. Shadow Puppet Play or
Shadow Puppet is a performance in which a shadow is cast on the curtain. Hand puppets are the
most popular in puppetry. The mastermind hides behind the slats and brings out the puppets. Glove
puppets are also used for educational purposes. They can entertain and educate young children.

The puppets can be controlled from above or below. Head and hands are the life of such
puppets. Sticks are hidden inside dolls’ costumes and so on. These dolls are lightweight. The string
puppets are moved from above. Black strings are used. String puppets are popular in the states of
Rajasthan, Otisha, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. There are arvam play groups in Kerala. The player
manipulates all the strings directly in the fingers.

Puppeteer performances are often enhanced by attractive staging, lampshades and background
music. The stage is set up in such a way that the potential of each doll can be fully exploited. There is
also attention to be paid to the role. According to the character, the costume, the color of the costumes
and the voice are used in puppetry. The old practice was for the controller to make the sound
according to the occasion.

Nizhalppavakkoothu:

Ifitis called a shadow puppet, then 21 coconut rooms have been placed. Keeping a
candle burning in it and seeing the puppets through its shadow and playing with the puppets
is called Nizhalppavakoothu. 11 coconuts are cut and 21 parts are kept in the 40-foot Kalari
lamp and the remaining one is kept in the image of Lord Ganesha. These 21 coconuts are
turned in the room and burnt with oil and puppets are played in its light.
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Tholpavakooth is a variant of Pavakooth. Tholpavakooth' is a unique art of Kerala. Dolls
made of Deer skin are used in this ritual. The name Tholpavakoot comes from the leather dolls.

Peculiarities of Tholppavakkooth:

This is a shadow. So it needs a specially prepared tower. Although similar shades exist in
different parts of the world, they are mostly incarnated in Kerala. Its puppets are made to be
virtually two-dimensional. The puppets are also filled with holes to add drama to the puppets’
movements. This adds to the enjoyment of the shadows?. In all temples where Tolpavakooth is
performed, regular Koothumadam is essential. A long curtain is made of white cloth at the top and
black cloth at the bottom. Puppets made of manthol are initially nailed to the upper white curtain
with a caramull (a very sharp and strong thorn) in a sequence appropriate to the story. A rod fixed
vertically on the puppets may extend down. A lamp set in the back casts shadows of skin dolls on
the curtain. One moves the puppets of the respective characters by holding them by their protruding
sticks as the Koothukavi sings the song. The fall scene is rendered with contextual flair by controlling
the vibrancy of the shadows cast on the curtain.

Legend behind Tholppavakkooth:

Tholpavakooth is staged in specially prepared shrines in Bhagavatikshetras. A legend® behind
this ritual performed to please the goddess is as follows: In the past there was a demon named
Darika who was a nuisance to all the gods, sages and humans. Lord Shiva created Bhadrakali from
the poison of the bull in his throat to defeat this demon. After a long battle, Bhadrakali killed Darika.
At the same time as the battle between Darika and Kali, the Rama-Ravana battle took place. So
Kali could not see Rama killing Ravana. It is to make up for that shortage that every year Tholpapakoot
is held in Kalikshetras®.

History:

It is not possible to say exactly in which period Tolpavakooth was formed. Since
Tolpavakooth is popular in Tamil Nadu and the literature used is Kambaramayana’, it is suggested
that it may have originated there and reached Kerala after gaining popularity. Those who perform
this are called Pulavars. They are also known by this name in Tamil Nadu. There is a famous family
in Ottapalam taluk for performing this art form.

Tholpavakooth presentation

This is being done at the observatories in Valluvanad and surrounding areas in Kerala. Dolls
of all the characters of the Ramayana story are made from deer skin. Tholpavakoot is very rare and
is now found in temples. Tholpavakoot is still performed in many temples in Ottapalam, Mannarkad,
Alathur and Palakkad taluks of Palakkad district, Thalappilli taluk of Thrissur district and Ponnani
taluk of Malappuram district. All major shrines in Valluvanad have shrines.

Tannery artists

Around fifteen troupes are currently performing this art show in Palakkad district®. Sri
Ramachandra Pulavar of Koonathara near Shoranur is notable among them. The chief artist is said
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to be Koothumadapulavar. In about eighty temples of Thrissur- Palakkad districts, they perform
Kooth which lasts from seven to forty one days.

Theme:

The theme of Tholpavakoot is mainly the story of Ramayana from birth to coronation. It is
mainly based on Kambaramayanam. It is divided into 21 parts for Kooth and is performed for 21
days. These 21 parts composed in prose and verse are called Atalpat. 2500 Shlokas are included
in this Atalpet. Some of these verses are missing in Kambaramayanam’. At some places one can see
the text of Kambar’s own poems. Such additions have been made in a favorable manner by the
Paavakooth artists themselves. Most of the verses added in this way are written in Tamil language.

Making of dolls:?

Now the arists make dolls out of cowhide. Rawhide should be purchased first from the
slaughterhouse. Then the skin should be pulled in the sun. So the hide has to be dried for three or
four days. After drying, put butter on it and rub it to get rid of hair. In the past, hair was plucked with
abamboo stick. Now the bristles are changed using a grinding motor. It usually took two or three
days to scrape off a single hide. But now with a grinding motor, hair removal can be done in an hour.
Then we have to cut the skin according to the shape of the characters we want. Take the traces from
the old puppets and glue them to the new ones. After that the shape of the doll is cut and made. We
have the tools to make it. There are various chisels such as curved, nelmani, crescent, punch etc. So
shapes are cut out.

Dyes for dolls:

In the past, dyes were made from the core of trees like banyan, teak, plantain, chapang, and
amaranth. The cores of trees such as plank, teak and mahogany should be taken and boiled in fifty
liters of water. It should be cut short and when it is half cut, all the pieces of wood should be taken
out and kept aside. Then you need to reduce that water. By the end, only Nazhi paint is available. In
this way the kachi should be cut short for three to four days.

As the days of puppetry shorten, so does the plot of the story. The essence of the story be
presented then as If it is a seven-day story, the first day will be sethubandhan. The second day will
be Angadandoo. On the third day Kumbhakarna was killed and on the fourth day Atikaya was
killed. 5th day Garuda ten means killing of Indrajit. Ravana will be killed on the sixth day. On the
seventh day Sri Rama Pattabhishekam. This is how stories come about. The main thing to note is
Angadan Dut.

A conversation between Ravana and Angada is shown here. Lord Rama sends Angada to
Ravana. It shows the question and answer between Angada and Ravana. It is important to note that.
Kumbhakarnavadha on the third day is also one. In it all the praises of Kumbhakarna will be told.
Here, Vibhishana is describing Kumbhakarna coming to fight Sri Ramaswamy. Kumbhakarna’s
name describes both strength and footwork. Then the Kumbhakarna-Vibhishana debate. Actually
Kumbhakarna is a devotee of Sri Ramaswamy. But because he has to stand with his own elder

brother, he goes against Lord Rama. All the instances where Kumbhakarna stands up for Ravana
are very distressing. The relation of elder brothers is mentioned there. Atikaya Vadha on the fourth
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day is also something to pay attention to. On the fifth day is Garuda ten. If the Pulavas standing in the

place of Garuda did not answer the question, then the Kooth would have been released from the
cave. And he can’t even climb into any tower. There will be people to ask and answer questions. If
he does not give the correct answer, he will not be imprisoned again. No matter which part you take,
the mystery is the position. Nothing can be avoided.

Conclusion:

In the past, dolls were made of deer skin. No deer skins will be available today. Instead,
dolls are made from cowhide and goatskin. Since ancient times, women were not allowed to enter
temples. It doesn’t matter if they study kooth. That’s because women are menstruating. At present,
there are only those who do Kooth in Palakkad district. It was in Thrissur district. But all the members
of that family died. Not a single child has studied. Now the same situation is happening in
Mundamkotukurissi in Palakkad district itself. Many places like Pathiripala had skilled Koothukakaras.
But now there is no man. At present we have a youth who looks and reads what is written in the
book. Now there are only ten groups performing Kooth. And after this age, it will also disappear and
the younger generation is less likely to come to it.
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