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Abstract:

In the 1950s, as a part of the Green
Revolution, endosulfan, one of the popular
organochlorine insecticides, was introduced to the
agricultural industry. Endosulfan has been widely used
as an agricultural pesticide on the global market for
more than 30 years despite being classified as a
restricted Organochlorines (OC)-class agent due to
its affordability, high efficacy, and durability. But
endosulfan poisoning cases began to occasionally
surface from various parts of the globe. The endosulfan
disaster’s most prominent episode may have occurred
in Kasaragod district of Kerala, India, over a 25-year
period. This study is an attempt to understand the
regional ramifications of pesticide disasters with a
special emphasize on the endosulfan tragedy occurred
in Kasaragod.
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Introduction:

The solution to one of humanity’s most
pressing problems will determine its continued
existence and destiny. Natural resources are being
depleted on a scale never before seen thanks to
contemporary management methods, scientific
knowledge, and technological advancements. The
pursuit of profit maximization through unchecked
production and consumption raises important issues
about the direction of human resource mobilization.
As time passes, environmental degradation becomes
increasingly hazy as a result of the state apparatus’
imbalanced development policies. Environmental
catastrophe is increasingly recognized as a global issue
that needs a global solution yet is ingrained in regional
and local frameworks. It is in this context the present
study investigates the regional ramifications of pesticide
disasters in terms of endosulfan in the Kasaragod
district of Kerala.
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The government-owned Plantation Corporation of Kerala (PCK) used aerial spraying of
the legal poison endosulfan as part of an agrarian modernization project in the area that deprived the
locals of their primary and birthrights and contributed to major intergenerational hereditary diseases.
More than 10,000 locals in the impacted area developed chronic health conditions as aresult of the
Endosulfan catastrophe in Kerala, which also claimed at least 4000 lives. The frequency of neurological
problems, birth defects, and reproductive abnormalities among those who were exposed to endosulfan
by food, water, air, or soil was significant. The possible effects on future generations’ health of
endocrine disturbance were identified in a number of researches. Along with severe CNS disorders,
blood and liver cancer, skin conditions, asthma, psychiatric issues, and suicidal thoughts, people in
the affected area also experienced infertility, undescended testes in men, miscarriages, and hormonal
imbalances in women. According to observational research conducted in Kerala’s endosulfan-aftected
environmental areas, the insecticide spraying has caused a progressive disappearance of many animals,
birds, and insects that were common before the endosulfan revolution. Hog rats, squirrels, crows,
butterflies, fish, frogs, snakes, and squirrels are some of these organisms. Additionally, these regions
noticed a decline in the number of honeybees, which were common in the past and significantly
damaged the local farmers’ source of revenue. Over time, endosulfan spraying had reduced the
faunal variety in the impacted areas. Even 10 years after the termination of aerial spraying, samples
of the water and soil in and around the plantation area still contained endosulfan residues, demonstrating
the substance’s capacity to linger in the environment for a long time and have an adverse impact.
People’s steadfast commitment to win their entitlements to a life with dignity, good health, and a
peaceful environment is shown in the widespread campaign against the endosulfan pesticide tragedy
in the Kasaragod District.

HISTORICALANALYSIS

Endosulfan was created in 1954 by Farbwerke Hoechst in Germany. It has been used all
over the world and is frequently referred to by the brand name Thiodan. As part of the Green
Revolution, it is one of the well-known organochlorine pesticides that were introduced to the agricultural
industry. The insecticide has grown in popularity among farmers in India as a quick, practical, and
affordable alternative to control weeds and pests in agricultural areas. Pesticides have also been
proven to have greatly enhanced agricultural output globally, which has significantly increased farmers’
revenue. Hexachlorocyclopentadiene, which is chemically related to aldrin, chloride, and heptachlor,
is the precursor to endosulfan. Endosulfan entered the agricultural industry at a time when it was not
required to be aware of the environmental effects of such chemicals and toxins and when their usage
was not constrained by local or national legislation.

Whiteflies, aphids, leathoppers, Colorado potato beetles, and cabbage worms are just a
few of the many pests that endosulfan is used to manage. This insecticide kills a wide range of mites,
ticks, and bees. It is effective at eliminating even insects that other pesticides are unable to control
because of its special mode of action. The fact that pesticides kill both dangerous and beneficial
insects, including bees, is one of their main downsides. Endosulfan was, however, extensively used in
a variety of crops, including cashews, cotton, mangoes, potatoes, tomatoes, and apples, before
being outlawed by numerous nations in the wake of the Stockholm Declaration. It is extremely
harmful to humans, animals, pets, and the environment.

Endosulfan insecticide has complicated effects on human health and is to blame for tens of
thousands of fatalities in various nations. The endosulfan tragedy most severely affects children and
newborns with lasting impairments and abnormalities. Most of them had huge heads, weak bodies,
and narrow legs and knees. The endosulfan catastrophe also caused mental illness, cerebral palsy,
epilepsy, hydrocephalus, and other physical and mental impairments. In addition, it seriously damages
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the ecosystem by polluting the water, air, and soil and killing mammals and other species. Endosulfan
sulphate is absorbed into trash and concentrated in aquatic life when it is allowed to dissolve in the
surface water of the earth. Additionally, endosulfan has been discovered in numerous seafood,
vegetables, and cigarette products.

One of the worst pesticide catastrophes in recorded history was the endosulfan disaster in
Kerala, particularly in the Kasaragod area. In the Kasaragod District, where PCK has cashew
farms spanning 45,000 hectares, aerial endosulfan spraying began in 1978 and didn’t stop until
2001. The pesticide’s inability to degrade caused it to be deposited in the soil and water, where it
slowly began to enter the food chain and contaminate the biotic and abiotic environments. The
plantation firm sprayed 31510 litres of endosulfan in the Kasaragod estate alone between 1990 and
2000. A number of government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the Indian Council
of Medical Research, and other organizations visit the area, gather data, and then submit their
reports to the government to make an in-depth assessment of the provided situation in the particular
location. Some of the agencies claimed that endosulfan, a pesticide that is economically feasible, is
ideal for spraying on cashew farms. The National Institute of Occupational Health condemned the
use of endosulfan as a contributing factor to the abnormalities and demanded that it be completely
banned. Numerous media reports, surveys, and studies have exposed and emphasized the endosulfan
burden. The plantation corporation of Kerala employed endosulfan in its numerous plantations in
Kerala till 2001.

Following a significant decision by the Kerala High Court banning the sale and use of
endosulfan in Kerala in 2002, the Kerala government outlawed endosulfan in 2003. Beginning in
2003, grassroots activities and social mobilization for the relief and rehabilitation of those displaced
due to endosulfan spraying were launched by local self-governments, provincial organizations/social
organizations, and Calicut Medical College. At every panchayath, serious efforts were made to
create thorough health surveys and medical camps to create a complete list of victims seeking the
assistance of the Primary Health Centre (PHC) in the area.

The family of an endosulfan victim itself started the first known protest against the endosulfan
issue. The first person to discuss the health issues brought on by Plantation Corporation’s endosulfan
spraying was Leela Kumari, an agricultural assistant at Periya Krishi Bhavan in Kasaragod district.
Similar complaints started to emerge from Kasaragod’s other northern settlements over time. People
organised themselves, spoke out against the aerial application of Endosulfan, and made an effort to
spread the word. The settlements impacted by endosulfan had a rich culture and unique indigenous
traditions. Traditional methods were used to launch the early awareness campaigns and communication
of the problem. With the aim of raising awareness, the traditional folk theatre performance known
as “Endasura Vadhe” was produced and performed in several villages. It played a crucial role in
educating the public and uniting them in a movement against endosulfan. In April 2011, as part of
“anti-Endosulfan day,” the then-chief minister of Kerala, V. S. Achuthanandan, organized a day-
long state-wide fast in Thiruvananthapuram starting at 10 a.m. They demanded a national ban on
endosulfan pesticides. This came after the government had already outlawed the substance in the
state.

ENVIRONMENTAL FATE OF ENDOSULFAN

Monitoring pesticide levels in plants and plant products is extremely important since these
numbers serve as handy markers of pesticide contamination of the environment. Pesticide run off
from agricultural operations or direct pesticide application are the two main sources of pesticide
residue deposition in plants. Due to its top position as consumer in the majority of food chains,
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contaminated soil acts as a possible source for the contamination of water, flora, and fauna, and
ultimately man. As a result, man is negatively impacted. Endosulfan’s ability to dissolve in water and
persist in soil will determine how it behaves in the environment. Depending on the kind of soil, the
half-life of endosulfan in soil ranges from five months to two years. Endosulfan, endosulfan diol,
endosulfan lactone, endosulfan hydroxyl ether, and ether endosulfan are the byproducts of endosulfan
breakdown in soil, which follows an oxidative and hydrolytic process. Endosulfan’s breakdown
process in soil varies according on soil moisture and pH. At pH 8 and flooded conditions, endosulfan
is changed into endosulfan diol by both abiotic and biotic processes, but at pH 7 and flooded
conditions, endosulfate is produced during aerobic breakdown of endosulfan.

Endosulfan can have immediate and devastating consequences on animals that are not its
targets. Anumber of wildlife species, including humans, may be at risk from its adverse effects
through surface run-off, evaporation, or seepage into ground water reservoirs. Farmers in the
region have seen frogs and birds perish after consuming endosulfan-sprayed insects. It is hypothesized
that endosulfan is extremely harmful to almost all types of creatures. It is exceedingly harmful to
aquatic life, including fish but also frogs, shrimp, prawns, aquatic snails, plants, and organisms of
coral reefs. It is highly to moderately toxic to birds. Additionally, endosulfan has been found to be
toxic to fungi, insects, and other helpful microorganisms. Earthworms, spiders, and numerous species
of predatory mites are also poisoned by it.

Endosulfan is an organochlorine and, as such, is persistent in the environment, much like the
extensively outlawed pesticides DDT, chlordane, and dieldrin. Endosulfan has become one of the
most pervasive pollutants in the world because of its capacity to evaporate and travel great distances
in the atmosphere. Up to 70% of endosulfan may volatilize from leaf and soil surfaces within two
days of spraying and may then be carried over great distances by the wind. Its atmospheric half-life
is thought to be 27 days (eleven days), yet this number may be much greater depending on air
temperature. Endosulfan is easily stored in the fatty tissues of living things, where it concentrates
with continued exposure (i.e., the organism absorbs endosulfan faster than it can be expelled).
Studies have revealed that endosulfan concentrations can be significantly accumulated by both
aquatic and terrestrial species. Aquatic species have a lower relative propensity for accumulation
than terrestrial species, although monitoring data has revealed that endosulfan concentrations have
risen over time. Due to this characteristic and endosulfan’s high toxicity, there is a sizable risk of
harm.

Endosulfan breaks down slowly in soil but quite quickly in water (half-life ranging from 28
to 391 days). Endosulfan sulphate, the main decomposition byproduct, is not only more hazardous
but also more persistent. Anaerobic circumstances may dramatically lengthen the total half-lives,
which range from around 9 months to 6 years. To put things into perspective, the Stockholm
Convention considers substances to be persistent if they have a half-life of more than 183 days. A
year and a half after the spraying stopped, remnants were still found in stream water and pond
sediments in Kerala.

There were habitations in and around the plantations. The majority of the plantation areas
are located on hills, whereas the population lives in valleys and on slopes. Except for one side, the
plantations almost completely encircle many of the settlements. Both in the plantation areas and the
border areas, water sources are abundant. The “Swarga” brook originated in the plantation hills
themselves. The stream and neighbouring wells, which supply water to all the homes in the valley,
were receiving the endosulphan-contaminated water that was flowing from the plantation hills. 160
people are employed in Kasaragod. 158 in Rajapuram and 93 in Cheemeni. Some of them continue
to live on or near the plantations. Without taking any safety precautions, many of them participated
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in the manufacturing and mixing of pesticides. Some employees had chronic asthma, enlarged lymph
nodes, skin issues, and a family history of cancer deaths. The hospitals affiliated with PCK lacked a
medical officer and were not eligible for ESI Scheme benefits. The employees said that neither late
authorization for obtaining medical treatment nor facilities for immediate medical care were available.
The two health clinics that are part of the PCK plantations are still shuttered. The employees never
underwent routine physical examinations or health screenings. Without the knowledge to manage
and prepare the solution, the workers mixed the insecticide. The personnel used to work even when
spraying activities were taking place without being given masks or other body protective equipment.
The spraying activities were carried out constantly rather than at the appropriate times as
recommended. Because of the other tall trees in the plantations, the helicopters flew quite high,
allowing the pesticide to be sprayed to reach far-oft places as well. The Manager claims that only
2000 coconut leaves, which are far insufficient, were used to cover all of the area’s water sources.
The Plantation Corporation of Kerala reported that notifications were posted and microphone
announcements were made two days before the spraying in various government buildings. However,
the populace was ignorant of the safety measures and the need of having themselves protected. The
material in the notices that were pasted was deemed to be inadequate in terms of the preventative
and cautionary actions. From 1981 through 2000, the same pesticide, Endosulphan, was applied
twice or three times annually without being rotated with any other pesticides.

ENDOSULFAN TRAGEDY AT KASARAGOD -A FAR CRY FROM REALITY

Contrary to other agro ecosystems, cashew plantations grown from seedlings use very little
chemical pesticides. The majority of the farm lands are used to grow semi-wild cashews. The
Department of Agriculture, which was later replaced by the Plantation Corporation of Kerala (PCK),
first planted seedlings (not grafts) on freshly cleared forest lands in Kasaragod to establish the
cashew estates in July 1962. The Central Plantation Crops Research Institute tested aerial spraying
in the Kasaragod estate in 1976-1977 on an experimental basis. Following complaints, aerial spraying
was discontinued in 2000 after continuing for nearly 20 years, starting in 1981. It is expected that
during the course of 20 years, endosulfan 35% EC will have been applied in at least 70 tonnes of
PCK estates. According to data obtained by the Right to Information Act, the actual figures in
Kasaragod are 31,510 1 for 11 years over an area of 2138 hectares (The Hindu, 26 October
2009). This equates to 1.34 1/ha/year, which is significantly less than other crop situations like those
involving rice, vegetables, tea, or cardamom. Cashew plantations grown from grafts are more
vulnerable to the ravages of the tea mosquito than those grown from seedlings, necessitating higher
pesticide use. However, it wasn’t until the 1990s that growers started using cashew grafts as planting
material. In the same time frame, rubber overtook cashew as the more lucrative crop.

Cashew farms were not replanted with grafts, and the spread of the rubber monocrop was
stifled by aggressive marketing and generous subsidies. So, the PCK estates were essentially the
only places where pesticides were used on cashews. It is advised to use a maximum of three sprays
from October through November through January and February for flushing, flowering, and fruiting.
Eight to nine generations of the insect are continuously protected from pesticides for at least seven
months, which eliminates the possibility of the development of insecticide resistance.

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

On its 45,000 hectares of cashew crops in the Kasaragod area, endosulfan, a very harmful
organo-chlorine insecticide, was used. Endosulfan is categorized by the US Environmental Protection
Agency as a very hazardous pesticide and by the WHO as a category two pesticide that is moderately
toxic. All body parts exposed to endosulfan are vulnerable because it can be absorbed through the
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stomach, skin, and lungs (Government of Kerala,2003). The existence of numerous malformations
among the locals in and around the pesticide-sprayed area was proven by media reports, followed
by several medical camps organised by the state government. In children, Endosulfan causes
congenital malformations, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and numerous deformities,
according to areport by the Kerala government in 2011.

CHRONIC DISEASES

Endosulfan is known to interfere with hormonal processes at very low concentrations, and
current environmental contamination levels endanger the long-term survival of animal species as
well as human health and mortality from chronic disease. Endosulfan unmistakably demonstrates
oestrogenic characteristics that promote the growth of human breast cancer cells and raise the risk
of breast cancer. It greatly boosts the ratio of 2-hydroxyestrone, a non-genotoxic oestrogen, to 16-
hydroxyestrone, a hormone that promotes tumour growth, leading to an increase in breast cancer
cell formation, proliferation, and promotion. By affecting mRNA transcriptional activity, it prevents
mammary gland development. At extremely low picomolar to nanomolar concentrations, it also
affects intracellular oestrogenic signalling, which results in fast prolactin production, which in turn
leads to cell proliferation. Endosulfan is genotoxic and mutagenic, which together with its impact on
the immune system raise the risk of breast cancer. By attaching to progesterone receptors, endosulfan
can raise the chance of miscarriage. Additionally, it affects sex ratios and prevents androgen synthesis
in the testicles. Reduced sperm quality and count, testicular injury, delayed sexual maturation, and
decreased penile length are all effects on male reproductive health.

Red blood cells, the thyroid, kidneys, liver, muscles, and the developing foetus are all
harmed by endosulfan. It is also immune-inhibiting, hepatotoxic, genotoxic, mutagenic, clastogenic,
a tumour promoter, and mutagenic. In rats, it has caused lymphosarcomas and malignant neoplasms.
Neurological and behavioural alterations have been noted. Endosulfan exposure has caused
neurological and neurobehavioral issues, malignancies, reproductive health issues, and loss of
immunity in Kasaragod’s people.

RELIEF METHODS

Despite several protests and objections against the use of endosulfan since 1979, the first
legal dispute began in 1998 and resulted in the district of Kasaragod banning endosulfan in 2001. In
the same year, the Kerala government stopped using endosulfan in response to public and nonprofit
organizations’ requests. The Kerala High Court placed a temporary ban on the use of endosulfan in
2005 after PMFAI filed a lawsuit before the High Court contesting the decision. Additionally, the
federal and state governments appointed a number of committees to investigate the problem and
submit recommendations to the relevant authorities. With the assistance of the Health Department,
District Panchayat, and the Government, Calicut Medical College sponsored medical camps in
impacted areas after the Keralan government temporarily outlawed the use of endosulfan in 2003.
In response to loud objections, the Central Government mandated in 2005 that labels on endosulfan
bottles state that the insecticide is not for sale in Kerala. The Endosulfan Victims R&R Cell was
established as a result of a 2005 consultative workshop between the Kasaragod District Panchayath,
afflicted Grama Panchayaths, the health, agriculture, and social departments of the Kerala
Government, and civil society organizations including Thanal and ESPACC. Additionally, the Kerala
government mandated the completion of three scientific studies in 2010 and gave the go-ahead to
the Calicut Medical College, Rajiv Gandhi Center for Biotechnology, and Kerala State Council for
Science and Technology to conduct epidemiological studies, genetic studies, and environmental
studies, respectively.

Peer Refereed Multi Disciplinarg Biannual Research Journal
Misbah - 7zc4. of anow%o



Through weekly meetings, parent education, and medical and rehabilitation activities, the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan pilot project in Kasaragod aims to integrate children who are physically and
cognitively challenged into society. Additionally, the Kerala Government was ordered by the NHRC
inits ruling dated 31 December, 2010, to pay Rs. 5 lakhs to seriously ill and bedridden patients as a
result of endosulfan, as well as Rs. 3 lakhs to other victims, within an eight-month timeframe. This
was in addition to other advice for basic assistance and medical treatment. After that, in 2011, the
Supreme Court outlawed endosulfan, and in its verdict from 10 January 2017 it ordered the Kerala
Government to give Rs. 500 crores to over 5,000 endosulfan poisoning sufferers within three months.
The Kerala Social Security Mission34 now gives Rs. 700 per month to the caregivers of endosulfan
patients, Rs. 2000 to BUDs schoolchildren, Rs. 2000 to students in grades 1 to 7, Rs. 3000 to
students in grades 8 to 10, and Rs. 4000 to first- and second-year higher secondary students.

Conclusion:

Endosulfan is a very toxic substance that is hazardous to the majority of living things. It is
regarded as “extremely dangerous” by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. It has
had a major short- and long-term influence on human health and caused hundreds of fatalities globally.
Endosulfan causes widespread death and environmental destruction through contaminating soils, air,
and water, as well as harming mammals and other species. The propensity of endosulfan to travel
across great distances in the environment, along with its negative impacts, reinforces the necessity for
coordinated worldwide action. 62 nations have voluntarily stopped using endosulfan as of this writing.
If endosulfan remains legal, it will continue to kill people, maim people as well as contribute to
environmental depletion. Environmental degradation specifically refers to the extinction of species,
devastation of the ecosystem, resource depletion, and general deterioration of the environment. It
might be seen as unwelcome and harmful changes that cause the ecosystem to become unstable.
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Folk plays in kerala: A study based on
non Ritualistic Plays

Abstract:

Folk plays are associated with the unique life
of each place. There are many such dramas in Kerala.
Kerala performing arts can be divided into religious,
entertainment, social and sports. Religious art includes
temple art and ritual art. There are many temple arts
like Kooth, Kutiyattam, Kathakali, Tullal, Titambu
dance, Ayyappan Kooth, Arjuna dance, Andiyattam,
Pathakam, Krishnanattam, Kavadiyattam.
Mohiniyattam, a Lasya dance, will also be included
in this. There are many art forms like Theyyam, Thira,
Poorakali, Theyat, Mudiyate, Kaliyut, Paranet,
Ghangam, Patayani (Pateni), Kalam Patt, Kentron
Patt, Gandharvan Tullal, Balikala, Sarppampatt and
Malayan Kett. There is also ritual literature associated
with them. Yatrakkali, Ezhamuthikali, Margam kali,
Opana etc. are social arts and sports arts like
Onathall, Parichamutukali, Kalaripayat etc. Kakarissi
drama, Poratu play, Tholpapavakooth, Njaninmelkali
etc. are arts with entertainment purpose only. Apart
from these are the popular arts including the modern
theater stage, film, storytelling, singing and mimicry.

Kurathiyattam programs are being organized
as part of tourism, but this is an art that has not
received enough publicity. However, even today, in
some places, some down-and-out artistes hold shows
as their main source of income. The porat form or its
variants are evident in all the art forms such as
Theyam, Kaliyut, Mudiyate, Kenthronpat,
Kanyarkali, Ivar Natak, Chavittu Natak,
Kothammuriyattam, Kurathiyattam and Padayani.
Porattu is also present in Poorakkali. Social criticism
and satire are the main elements of Kakarissi drama.
In this paper, the study of folk dramas in Kerala is
done in addition to non-ritual dramas.

Key words:

Kurathiyattam, Porattu Natakam, Kakkarissi
Natakam, Pankali, Aryammala

Introduction:

Kerala performing arts can be divided into
religious, entertainment, social and sports. Religious

Peer Refereed Multi Disciplinarg Biannual Research Journal
Misbah - 7zc4. of anow%o



art includes temple art and ritual art. There are many temple arts like Kooth, Kutiyattam, Kathakali,
Tullal, Titambu dance, Ayyappan Kooth, Arjuna dance, Andiyattam, Pathakam, Krishnanattam,
Kavadiyattam. Mohiniyattam, a Lasya dance, will also be included in this. There are many art forms
like Theyyam, Thira, Poorakali, Theyat, Mudiyate, Kaliyut, Paranet, Ghangam, Patayani (Pateni),
Kalam Patt, Kentron Patt, Gandharvan Tullal, Balikala, Sarppampatt and Malayan Kett. There is
also ritual literature associated with them. Yatrakkali, Ezhamuthikali, Margam kali, Opana etc. are
social arts and sports arts like Onathall, Parichamutukali, Kalaripayat etc. Kakarissi drama, Poratu
play, Tholpapavakooth, Njaninmelkali etc. are arts with entertainment purpose only. Apart from
these are the popular arts including the modern theater stage, film, storytelling, singing and mimicry.

Folk plays:

Many of the ritual arts are folk dramas. There are also folk dramas that are non-ritualistic and
are mainly entertainment. Kurathiattam, Porattu drama, Kakkarissi drama, Pankali, Aryammala which
can be said to be a variant of Poratt are non-ritual folk dramas.

Kurathiyattam

Kurathiyattam' is a rural art form that tells the stories of Kuruvan and Kurathi.
Kurathiyattam can be considered as a musical. It is almost two centuries old. People belonging
to less community will perform Kurathiyatam. Studies say that the Kuravas are the successors
of the Adi Dravidian community. Fewer are hill natives who migrated from Tamil Nadu to
Kerala. Some of the songs in Kurathiyattam are mixed with Tamil language.

It is a very simple art form with no elaborate costumes, decorations or dance moves.
There are mainly two types of fluctuations. South and North. They differ greatly in presentation
and theme. The northern Kurathiattam sings the gathas of the commoners Kuravan and
Kurathi while the southern Kurathiattam is based on mythology. Mridangam is the main
instrument used in Kurathiyattam?.

Vadakkan Kurathiyattam? is the story of Kuravan and Kurathi who got caught in the
crowd of Thrissur Pooram. They are unable to see each other and finally meet. There are
many other characters in this story. The main theme is the conversations and fights between
them.

Thekkan Kurathiattam* was mainly performed in temples. This may be due to its
connection with mythology. Unlike the Vadakkan Kurathiattam, there are conversations in
the Thekkan Kurathiattam. Lord Shiva’s and Lord Vishnu’s consorts Parvati and Lakshmi
come and meet in Kurathi garb. When they talk about their husbands and then get into an
argument, the comedic character Muthiamma (also known as Kurathiamma) steps in and
settle the argument. Muthiamma takes place in Kurathiyatta stories as an avatar of Saraswati
Devi. It is also said that grandmother is the mother of the poor. In the second part of the
story, Lord Shiva, who is reduced, fights with Shani, the embodiment of evil, and wins the
battle.

Porattu Natakam

Porattu Natakam?® is a popular rural drama in Palakkad district. It is also called
Porattukali. Porat features humorous dialogue, lively dance and fun songs. The characters in
Porat are Vidushaka, Kurkan, Kurathi, Cheruman, Cherumi, Mannathi, Dasi and Choklian.
Female characters are played by men. Poratukali is also performed in some parts of Thrissur
district.
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Porattu Natakam is staged in a pantal prepared in Ambalaparamb, in a field after
harvesting or in a field. Adjacent to the rectangular pandal, the stage for the artists to prepare
will be built. Before the start of the game, there will be Kelikot. Chenda and Ilatthal are the
instruments used for Kelikot. A questioner, Dasi, Kurkan, Kurathi, Pookari, Vannathi, Vannan,
Thotian, Thotichi, Cherumi etc. The role of the clown is that of the questioner.

The questioner is a regular character in the war drama. A solid connection between
the play and the audience is ensured through the questioner. From the introduction of Porats,
the play is full of goose expressions, and the questioner can be said to be the ‘mastermind’ of
the scene. The questioner is dressed in a colorful dress and a loose pajama. A long hat is also
worn. The questioner has brisk steps. Before the start of the game, there is also a practice of
singing hymns led by the main singer, the questioner.

All poratts begin their portion by praising God. The game ends with the auspicious
song. Poratts gave importance to comedy in tribal art forms and other folk arts. The word
poratt is derived from the meaning of external movement.

The Porats of Kaliyut are -the foreigner, the Brahmin and the tenant. Mailon, Mapila and
Yogi in Velikali; In Kanyarkali, the characters like Kukan, Kurathi, Mannathi, Parayaan,
Chakilian, Kudiyan, Naikkan and Pampatti are all Porat. The coolie of Mudiyettu can be
thought of as Porattu

KakKkarissi Natakam

Kakkarissi drama® is a popular rural art form in Travancore region especially in
Central Travancore. It is also known as Kakalachi Natakam, Kakala Natakam and Kaka
Charitam. There are many people in Kerala who belong to the ‘nomadic class’ known as
Kakalan. They speak Malayalam mixed with Tamil. Telugu words are also widely used in
some regions. They are also known as Kukar, Koravar and Kuragar. Their main occupation
is ornithology and predicting the future.

Although this village drama is named after the Kakalas, they have no direct connection
with the drama. Other people who are interested in the play make the play and stage it.
Kakarissi drama has a specific structure. Sundaran Kakkan is the main character in almost
all plays. Apart from this, there will also be important characters like Kakathimar and Vedan.
Sundaran Kakan is the character who represents the kakalavarga. The characters act by
singing and stepping. It has a style of acting that combines dialogue, music and dance in the
style of an old musical. Instruments like harmonium, mridangam, ganchira and kaimani are
used’.

The play begins with a salutation. Then Kakalan enters. Kakalan’s arrival is beating
the rhythm with the ball held high in his hand. There will be ‘Thampuran’ on the stage as the
questioner. The drama proceeds with the Lord’s question and Kakkalan’s elaborated answer.
The drama progresses by staging it with song and dance.

Pankali

Art performance performed by the Pananams of Palakkad district®. Pankali is also
practiced in some parts of Malappuram district. Although it is an entertaining performance,
the first part has a ritualistic connection. In some Bhadrakali temples, Panas perform the
seven-time play performed fourteen days a week. So it is called partner. That name is said
because the same game is repeated seven times.
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Itis also known as Thekkathinatakam, Thekkan and Thekkattiyum. Art performances
will be held in the harvested rice fields or in the temple premises. Men dress up as women.
There is also a game with only a female character. Actors sing. And will have a conversation’.
The storyline is controlled by a warrior in a clown costume. Many roles like Southern,
Thekkathi, Mannan, Mannathi etc. will come into play. Pankali requires the instruments of
small maddalam, chenda and ilathalam'°.

Aryammala

Palakkad district is rich in folk arts'!. Many folk dramas are staged in the harvested
fields in many parts of the district. Like a war drama. Aryammalanatakam is a tramp drama
performed by the ‘lower’ sections of the community. This drama unfolds with divine faith.
The drama is progressed through dances, songs and wanak. Hand signs and playing to the
beat are fun. The language is Tamil mixed with a little Malayalam. Chenda ilathalam etc. are
the main instruments. In front of an oil lamp on a four-legged pandal, the roles are held by the
curtain. The drama begins with Ganesh Puja. Even today, this play is staged in Elavanchery
and Mudapallur in Palakkad district.

The story is that, Parvati, who tempts Lord Shiva, is cursed and reaches Bhuloka.
Here, on the banks of the Ganges, penance is performed in the name of Kamakshi.
Kathavarayan, who was created by Lord Shiva, while attending to his mother, one day sees
Aryammala and falls in love with him. Aryammala, born from the sacrificial fire eaten by
Aryapurajan, remains a virgin without even the sight of a man.

Kamakshi advises Kathavarayan, who asks for a boon to win Aryammala, to buy
many tokens from Aryammala. With the help of Chinnan, the son of Bhadrakali, Katha as a
maiden and as a snake, Kathavaraya approaches Aryammala and takes the tokens.
Unbeknownst to Aryammala, she ties the thali as a weaver as instructed by her mother.
Aryammala, who was going to take a bath at half past seven, was surrounded by demons
and Kathavarayan disguised herself as Parayan and made her swear to marry him. He pacifies
Chinnan, who appears as Parachi, and shows his own form to Aryammalak and narrates
what happened. And so the story ends.

The costume consists of crowns, armbands, waistcoats and kathakalikpayams. The
face is polished to perfection. Saree is worn specially for female roles. There will be a
special play box and people to dress up. In recent times, an effort has been made to change
the face and dress, but they are still interested in the old ways. The all-night drama ends at
dawn. Actors, play father, etc. stand in the presence of the god and sing mangalam and then
leave. Even today, the Aryammala drama is staged on summer nights. "

It can be said that Mudiyettu, Kaliyutt, Ninabali, Padayani, Kalitheiyat, Ayyappankuth,

Theiyam etc. are all traditional folk dramas. Kothamuriyattam is a less ritualistic drama. Sitakkali
among the hill tribes of northern Kerala, Poramadi by the mountain hunters of Pathanamthitta, and
the magical acts of gaddika, kulliat and vellat among the tribals of Wayanad are also forms of folk
drama. Kanyarkali, Pootham kali, Kummatti, Ivarnatakam, Khorthikali, Vannankooth, Malayikooth
etc. also fall under this category.

Conclusion:

Kurathiyattam programs are being organized as part of tourism, but this is an art that has not

received enough publicity. However, even today, in some places, some down-and-out artistes hold
shows as their main source of income. The porat form or its variants are evident in all the art forms
such as Theyam, Kaliyut, Mudiyate, Kenthronpat, Kanyarkali, Ivar Natak, Chavittu Natak,
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Kothammuriyattam, Kurathiyattam and Padayani. Porattu is also present in Poorakkali. Social criticism
and satire are the main elements of Kakarissi drama.
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DEEMANO (AlMDAI0 HDBHEMHIBT @IMIMBSITI (AI0MOM  BHRSHNAN QUG HBO6M
‘DEEMOATMYAIN EMOMD ~ af)aD HAlOWES®. DEMOMIHG @eM)a] M3 GMAINGE aISGaN)
@)SEBIEMINY0 (aleMVOMIHM OMOBAMIA3 £IVla)] DI@INW aNEIBHOM HAUMNAM WD Al
QDM EDNI0)0S 2BFG3 MI100MIQeIdW] BUaHlEN)o. BS)AIRINVH:EOMOINSIHNAMN VOIDTVLOBIG3
@RAIZIOS WMLl MM MOCHNNEDILIOD HMBHSEIT @Y (all@MEIONo MIBERSSWIAM
9210/l3Sl03 @Y MLIEMBWIo MIOTEHIM HBHOIMIHNAN) B0 (alem!

“latemen MIATIGEISH) MSHANIHOAY
ASlHEBOBOHOMOF aldBo MEMAN)AI0D

@) 0] @S® MSIV 2eaPlGd @]~

amlAIMm)  a)@3OEHISIWIW)WARHDEMH)EIM@IHHNQAUOM.”

aoemomlead @emiaflmieacd =RI1aeoad ®oalo alleBlo 2VIAOHHIBB)0
@fooaigwm)@moﬂ@qg WAMIDIG3 ) VIDHMEHIUT D QUROWV] 2 I0W)H BOAVIW 0. DD HAil@
AVl imIeeal OIEADE: al}BOVMHVWOIAN AULIOHOMO0) ANOWE GRMIAI021H A3
@RM)EAI @O @RGlWeMo.

80600 DYW)o BOGA GRMBAINIEM. TVIMBANIW GHAOWIo BREEBOM MEOAN. OanldE
@Raom3 M DeHloM)8SHEI8 O1BOm GHOQIYASVIT@ MMW)H: oGO0 GHDD) B EORIEM.

Peer Refereed Multi Disciplinarg Biannual Research Journal
Misbah - 7zc4. of anow%o



62

SHolOWOS 0)elIdHH®mV]eno BoAI®IIMDIeNo ®»aMlAIW MIeH0 al@lalen)an &ail
@RAIVIG3 B0aNOINIOHM BRM)GHO1ENIGIR1BN ML 0 (VRLOLNAINEM. (aleMWIB(BROW
Mo Tmo 215)aM 2061 GaloORl BRYAVINBHOYDS a0iBYHOD LIVla [ld9)aN HAlDGHUWD alti®)o
MMIo. aflel HolM®UE VARV AladUMATING CACLINGRRMo MPHN)AN). MSWHHISDE
Watem @8 2lam®)eswio @O1ANHARWI0 (2 ldhINEAIRUE @IBHN)MM Holl®®HS)M)6Ms.
CAIBMWIAS ol ISOMI@ AlePIOM HEAMHUW MIBOMOOD®  BL}H}M DM} BaloOel
QOVMENIVOS a0yBVOWIBI ‘C®O0IDY’ 800 MIAM) HalYaN) 2flel PaIMEU3. 0an1ey @0
23 SHAUMHB)OS 0)al-B80QI HHAUQINWEBOHS @RYLONITY AUVBRHLIMO H2IYAM AlOMEBBU3 MMIW)0
26N30GAIMElD@1Hn)aM).

MaNIW (N MNIBUI:

1 @Raom3, 0an1ds, 0anles @Ra0MENG HANlG:UWB. CHIFICHNIS: DOMYBA NGV,
2013.

2. BRMMAIBELMA3, 306203003, M. Ail. (AllAIBEMMo AIYOEILOMOo). WIMIIGEIIB:0, GHISWo:
MOaHEM@3 NNSAROUD, 1973.
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against plagiarism using the UGC approved URKUND software. The soft copy of the
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