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1. Eisenstein. S.M. Selected works Vol |,- B.F.I, London — 1988 (Page 39 —49)

2. Bardwell, David Janet Staiger, and Kristin Thompson 1985, The classical Holly wood
Cincema : Film style and mode of production to 1960. New York : Columbia Univer
sity Press

3. “Theatre is the only place in the world where a gesture, once made can never be

made the same way twice” (Artuad, Antonin, The Theatre and its double — New York
: Grove Press — 1958 — P- 60)

4. Monoco, James, How to Read a Film, New York, O.U.P : 2009

5. Hayward, Susan, Cinema studies — Key Concepts, London : Routledge, 2000. .
“In a sense, the seven deadly sins of the cinema against the seven cardinal virtues.
They can be set out schematically in a table as follows-

1) Narrative transitivity - Narrative Intransitivity
2) Identification - Estrangement

3) Transparency - Foregrounding

4) Single digenesis - Multiple digenesis

5) Closure - Aperture

6) Pleasure - Un pleasure

7) Fiction - Reality

(Film theory and criticism — Edited by Leo Braudy and Marshal Cohen — O.U.P —
New York — 2004 — Page 525)
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“For thousands of years, I have been vilified and
my death 1s celebrated year after year in every corner of
India. Why? ---.Was it because I freed a race from the
yoke of caste-based Deva rule? You have heard the
victor’ s tale, the Ramayana. Now hear the Ravanayana,
for I am Ravana, the Asura, and my story is the tale of the
vanquished.” (Blurb-ASURA TALE OF THE
VANQUISHED-The Story of Ravana and His People-

Anand Neelakantan)
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Thanath Natakavedhy and the
Politics of Performance

Culture and art are not static entities. It is
always in a state of flux and are subjected to change.
The Indian theatre has the imprints of regional
indigenous theatre and Western as well. The colonial
regime that lasted for about five centuries has left
many indelible marks in the social and cultural
domains of Kerala. In the dawn of post colonial
studies, such colonial interventions were looked up
on critically. Attempts were made from the colonized
to question the Western norms of setting up bench
marks in examining various art forms. One among
such voices was the Thanath Nadakavedhy of
Kerala.

Western Influence: Designing Kerala theatre:

The colonial intervention in Indian theatre
began in the late 18™ century. The first theatre
performance in the western style in India was in
Bengaliin 1795. The plays — The Disguise, ‘Love is
the Best Doctor’ were performed exclusively for the
British people residing in India. These were followed
by a good number of plays designed with European
parameters. By the 1850’s Shakespeare’s plays
were introduced to the Indian academics. This was
unconsciously assimilated by the Indians and the
Indian concept of theatre began to change.

In Kerala the western theatre influence was
implanted through translations. In 1866- Kalloor
Oomen Philippose translated Shakespeare’s ‘A
Comedy of Errors’ into Malayalam in the name
‘Almarattam’. But G. Sankarapillai does not consider
it as a play (Malayala Nataka Sahitya Charitram).
This was followed by a series of translations in
Malayalam. The Kerala theatre was greatly
influenced by the farces written by the French
dramatist Moliere. C.V. Raman Pillai and E.V
Krishna Pillai produced quite a good number of such
plays in Malayalam. Yet, another western influence



105

that designed the theatrical concepts of Kerala was the Ibsen plays. A new style of
presentation called the ‘problem plays’ were introduced to the Kerala theatre. N. Krishna
Pillai, under the influence of the plays of Ibsen, wrote ‘Bhagna bhavanam in 1943. This
was followed by ‘Kanyaka’, ‘Pavakoodu’ etc and all these plays exhibited an Ibsen style
of theatre. These are some of the prominent styles and concepts that were prevalent in
the Kerala theatre. They are mostly indebted to the Western styles of theatre.
Counter- production: Thanath Natakavedhy and its impacts

Reinstituting the traditional and indigenous theatrical concepts by replacing the
Western concepts is a cumbersome task. When the Modern European theatre
implemented innovative approaches, Indian theatre was confined to the deep rooted
and outdated western concepts of theatre. This is an aftermath of the colonial obsession
of the Indians to the west. By the second half of the 20" century, investigations to reinstate
the indigenous theatrical concepts of India were promoted by the Kendra Sangeetha
Nataka Academy. Playwrights like Vijay Tendulker, Habib Tanwir, Girish Karnad et al
initiated this movement.

In Kerala, an attempt to invoke the regional and traditional traits of theatre was
promoted by the Thanath Natakavedhy. Such a concept of Thanath natakam was
formulated by the eminent Malayalam playwright C.N Sreekandan Nair. The Indigenous
classic and folk arts like Koodiyattam, Padayani, Kakkarissi, Porattu, Gaddhika etc
were revived and they were included in designing a new Kerala style of theatre. This
was an artistic and political breakoff from the colonial instincts of theatre. Nationalism
and Regionalism were promoted to overpower the colonial interference.

Kavalam Narayana Paniker, C.N. Sreekandan Nair, K.J. Baby et al occupy
significant positions in the Thanath School of Drama. They tried to infuse the traditional
dramatic styles of Kerala with the Modern theatre. Some of the major works include
C.N. Sreekandan Nair’s ‘Kali’ Kavalam Narayana Panicker’s ‘Deivathar’ ‘Avanavam
Kadamba’ ‘Sakshi’ etc.

Avanavan Kadamba- A Postcolonial reading:

Any attempt to overpower the dominant and deep rooted colonial instincts can
be done only by reclaiming the past. ‘Avanavan Kadamba’ is considered as a play
exhibiting the traditionalism of Kerala. Attapandarams and Pattuparishas are the two
groups of performers and they engage in a debate. They are on a move to the Valadikkavu
Temple.

There are several elements implemented in the play that discard the existing
Western concepts of theatre. The play is not performed on a proscenium stage, but on
an open stage. Thus the Thanath Nataka Performance uses the stage concepts of the
traditional folk dramas of Kerala like Porattu, Kakkarissi etc. So the play denies the
‘make believe’ background and exploits the possibility of a natural setting.

The play is highly rhythmic in nature. It uses the rustic traditional folk rhythms and
the actors move with dancing steps. Dialogues are mostly lyrical in form. Also, another
important aspect is the revival of the traditional myths of Kerala. By reclaiming the regional
cultural heritage, the colonial imprints in the Kerala theatre can be questioned. Incremental
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repetition of the rhythms and songs take the Thanath Nataka performance close to the
folk theatre culture of Kerala.

In short, Thanath Nataka Vedhy is essentially an outcome of Kerala theatre.
Although this style is criticized by many. It represents the traditional, geographical and
cultural pasts of Kerala. The Modern and Post- Modern theatrical styles cannot be easily
discarded. But such voices that claim the cultural indignity and tradition of Kerala should
not be left unheard.
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